
 

 
 

WEST OLD TOWN CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 
(WOTCA) 

MEMBER MEETING SUMMARY 
  

1/10/19 
1605 Cameron Street, Alexandria, VA 

 
 
 
I. Keil Gentry called the meeting to order at 7:30pm Eastern time. A quorum was confirmed with a reminder to 

renew 2019 association dues in-person tonight or any time via WOTCAalexandria@gmail.com.   
 
II. Actions 

A. The members elected its 2019 officers: Dino Drudi (president), Peter Praher (1st vice president), Kathleen 

Jobe (2nd vice president), Donna Reuss (treasurer) and Rob Bergeron (secretary).     

B. The members approved the 6/14/18, 9/13/18 and 11/8/18 meeting minutes.   

 

III. Reports 
 

A. Victor Purchase provided the Code Inspector Report for the City of Alexandria’s Department of Code 
Administration (www.alexandriava.gov/code). He reminded residents not to burn wet wood in fireplaces and 
summarized the responsibility of residents and businesses to keep their sidewalks safe for travel from snow 
or ice after winter weather events (within 24 hours for Level 1 event; 48 for 2; 72 for 3).      

 
B. John Griffin of the Alexandria Police Department (www.alexandriava.gov/police) provided the neighborhood’s 

Police Activity Report for October, November and December. Of note were three hit-and-run incidents 
(moving vehicle with parked vehicle) with no injures that were resolved after investigation. He also reminded 
residents of new right-turn-on-red restrictions in the City.            

 
C. Guest speaker Mark Jinks, Alexandria City Manager (www.alexandriava.gov/citymanager) was appointed by 

the City Council to be the chief administrative officer of the City. He shared the City’s Mission Vision & Values 
and presented his big-picture/long-term outlook for the City. Jinks stated that the City outlook is “very good,” 
despite a very tight ’19 budget of a city growing faster than its resources.  
1. Here are some of Jinks’ remarks provided at the meeting:  

-The City is in very good financial condition, despite a very tight budget and with fewer City employees 

serving more citizens than ever.  

-Crime is at historic lows. 

-The area will be enhanced by the Amazon decision, with technology for the 22nd century coming here. 

-Police Department reform continues by concentrating expertise in traffic areas. 

-The Potomac Yard Metro Station will be a self-funded economic engine.   

-The new City Council is young and diverse.  

-Tens of millions of investment dollars are being secured for the City sewer system.  

-There is huge growth in the school system and a great relationship between the City and the schools.  

-The new Windmill Hill Park and Waterfront Park are key pieces toward long-time goal of having public 

access along the City’s entire river coastline.  

-A tall ship (a working/useable replica of the USS Providence) will be permanently docked here in June.  

-The King Street retail area is getting help with the King Street Initiative that is implementing beautification 

efforts including new tree wells and banners/baskets.  

-Landmark Mall is in the process of moving from three separate owners to one and negotiations with 

INOVA hospital continue.    

-The Call/Click/Connect program will soon be replaced with a 311 program.  

-The City’s Mission/Vision/Values Statement is designed to minimize turnover among its 500 employees 

and encourage a better workforce to provide better results.   
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2. Here are some of Jinks’ key responses during Q&A with West Old Town residents:  

-It has been calculated that the loss of tourist revenue for the City during the 90-day Metro shutdown 

this summer will be $586,000. 

-The City will not have to pay anything to repair/realign the railroad tracks for the Long Bridge and 

the straightened track in the Richmond to DC corridor will be faster and quieter. 

-The City’s capital expenditure program was expanded 10 years ago and is aided by new tax rates 

and an aggressive payback system. The City’s sanitation department debt service is now decreasing 

and $25 million is hopefully forthcoming from the Commonwealth.        

 

D. Donna Reuss submitted the Treasurer’s Report. Beginning balance = $1,334.89; Revenue = $40.00; 
Expenses = $00.00; Ending balance = $1,374.89.   

 
E. Rob Bergeron submitted the Secretary’s Report by noting that the organization’s communications plan 

features online marketing (updated website and periodic member/non-member emails) and social media (17 
different audience targets and types of messages averaging almost three Twitter posts/day and 1 Facebook 
post/day).          

    
IV. Discussion 

 
A. There will be a fast-tracked Zoning hearing regarding S Patrick street on 1/17/19 from 6-8pm.    

 
V. The members agreed to adjourn at 9:13pm Eastern time [the next member meeting is 4/11/19]. 

 
 
(Summary prepared by Rob Bergeron) 


